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Yesenia Cuello is the Co-founder and Executive Director of NC FIELD (North Carolina
Focus on Increasing Education, Leadership, and Dignity), a community-based organization
serving immigrant and farmworker families across rural eastern North Carolina. Raised in
a farmworker family in Pink Hill, Lenoir County, she began working in tobacco fields at the
age of fourteen alongside her mom and younger sisters, an experience that shaped her
lifelong commitment to advocacy, leadership, and systemic change.

At seventeen, Yesenia co-founded NC FIELD and its youth council, Poder Juvenil
Campesino (PJC). She later served as PJC's first president, went on to serve as a board
member and Program Manager before assuming the role of Executive Director in 2019 at
the age of 27.

Under her leadership, NC FIELD has expanded from a one-staff operation with a $130,000
budget to a multi-disciplinary team with a budget of over $1.4 million. Today, the
organization provides health prevention services, youth leadership development, food
justice initiatives, and case management addressing social determinants of health.

Yesenia remains deeply rooted in NC FIELD’s mission: building capacity, achieving holistic
systems, securing equitable access to resources, and ensuring a strong, inclusive rural
North Carolina.
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